Chinese fridges keep food and the planet cool. by Booker, S M
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I '%JI L11 I1 Every time some ecosystem is destroyed, it impacts people around the world....
It doesn't have to be in your backyard to cause you to be dismayed about it.
Gaylord Nelson, quoted in USA Today
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The second
phase ofthe $40
million project
is cofunded by the
Chinese government and
industry and the Global
Environment Facility
(GEF), a United Nations-
administered fund estab-
lished after the first Rio
Conference on Climate
Change to promote energy
efficiency, biodiversity, and
climate protection in the
developing world. Formu-
lated as a joint endeavor of
the Chinese government
and industry, the U.S. EPA,
and the Environmental
Energy Technologies Divis-
ion ofthe Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory in
Berkeley, California, the pro-
ject is being implemented by
the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme and
China's State Environmental
ProtectionAdministration.
The project stems from China's bid
to join the Montreal Protocol on
Substances That Deplete the Ozone
Layer, an international treaty intended to
protect the stratospheric ozone layer from
further damage by compounds such as
CFCs. Nandita Mongia, technical advisor
and regional coordinator for Asia-Pacific
at the GEF, says, "The Montreal Protocol
funds any project that brings down CFCs,
whereas GEF funds projects that reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. On the China
project, both are combined." For manu-
facturers, implementing new energy effi-
ciency measures alongside the CFC
phaseout allows them to reduce the total
investment in retooling and production-
line conversion.
David Fridley, a staff scientist in the
Berkeley Lab Environmental Energy
Technologies Division who managed the
first phase of the refrigerator project, says,
"I think the goals ofthe project laid out in
the original application are quite conserva-
tive in retrospect. Given the enthusiasm of
the manufacturers for energy efficiency as
a competitive tool-the market in China
is enormously oversupplied, so competi-
tion is fierce-I believe the market share
for the efficient fridges could easily reach
40% during this period, effectively dou-
bling the savings." -Susan M. Booker
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